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— keep himſelf unſpotted from the 


world, 


ALT being the uſual Manner of Holy 
NY Scripture, and agreable to the 
common Ways of Speaking and 

Writing, to expreſs the whole 
Body of Religion by one or more 
of its chief and eminent Branches, or capital 
Points; the Apoſtle, for this Purpoſe, has 


here joined together two of them; each of 


which alone is in other Places often made the 
Sum of Obedience, the Soul or Spirit of the 
Chriſtian Life: They are CHARITY and 
 PurITy. Pure religion (ſays he) and un- 
defiled before Gor and the Father, is this, 
To wifit the fatherleſs and widows in their af- 
fliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from ile 
world, In ſpeaking to theſe laſt Words, 1 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew the Fitneſs and Sig- 
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nificancy of the Expreſſion in the Text, and 
of the EIN _ wa. it prooeeds: 


 Andithis, 


1. In „ 

II. As to ſome ſpecial Qualities, | or Cuſ- 
toms of the World. 

III. As to ſome peculiar Ways and Me- 
| thods, in which Natural and Moral In- 
fection bear a Reſemblance to each other. 


*. Firſt, As to the Fitneſs alt Significancy of 


this Expreſſion and Similitude in general.— 
In order to which, it may be premiſed, that 


the World ſeems here to be taken in its more 
extended Import; not as contradiſtinguiſhed 

to the Fleſh and the Devil, and fo making the 
firſt of our three t Enemies; but as com- 
prehending the — of them All, and 


aſſaulting us with their united Force. Be- 
cauſe it is the common Scene and Field of 


every Thing that Wars againſt the Soul, and 
the grand Armory which ſupplies every Wea⸗ 


pon that offends us; whether the fiery Darts 


of the wicked One, or the ſofter Artillery of 
evil Concupiſcence, and inordinate Deſire. 
For as in this dangerous Conſederacy the 


Union is moſt intimate, and inſeparable, ſo 


the World is the Point, or Centre of Union, 

in which the two other Aſſociates meet and , 
conſpire: and being thus incorporated into its 
Faction, they are > brought likewiſe, in ſome 


Meaſure, 
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Meaſure, under its Character and Denomina- 
tion, © the Luſts and Deſires of the Fleſn, 


being alſo ſtyled worldly Lufs; and the Temp- 


ter, the Prince of Fo World. Therefore 
taking the World in its larger Senſe, let us ob- 
ſerve with how much Juſtice and Accuracy 
our paſſing ſafely through the World, is here 
termed the keeping ourſelves unſpotted from it. 

For this Expreſſion ſuppoſes Sin to be a kind 
of epidemical, or rather univerſal 'Diſtemper, 

ſpreading itſelf over the Face of the whole 
Earth, and corrupting the very Air which we 
breathe ; ; ſo that unleſs we apply the exacteſt 
Care, and the moſt ſovereign Preſervatives, 

there's no eſcaping the Infection; after which, 

if our Recovery is not deſperate, i it has yet the 
higheſt Degree of Danger: and if at length 
by an extraordinary Privilege we overcome its 
Malignancy and Violence, yet the Spots and 
Marks of it remain. 

| Now if ve look into the World, but with 
the ſlighteſt View, we ſhall ſee the Expreflion 
abundantly juſtified, and by our Obſervation 
at leaſt, if not Experience, ap rehend the Rea- 

ſons of the Com pariſon. For i is there any 
Climate without its 1 as well as Natural 
Sickneſs; any Condition of Life without its 
Temptations; any Buſineſs, that is not en- 
ſnaring in its Management; any Pleaſure that 
is not deceiving in its Charms, or deſtructive in 
its Exceſs; any Company, or even any Soli- 


tude, in which we can abſolutely be ſafe? 


Is: 
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Is there any Conſtitution or Complexion; any 
Profeſſion or Application; any Fancy or Hu- 
mour, any Method of Action, or Cuſtom of 
Speech, or even any Train of Thought, which 
is immutably fair, and incapable of giving or 
receiving a Stain? If we do not continue 
Strangers to ourſelves, unacquainted with our 
own Circumſtances and Temper, can we be 
ignorant and unconſcious of the Sin that does 
ſo eafily beſet us, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; or 
does not every Man, as Solomon expreſſes it, 
know the plague of his own heart ? 


Secondly, As to the eſpecial Qualities or 
Cuſtoms of the World, which approaches the 
neareſt to this Expreſſion and Similitude, I 
ſhall mention ſix; Yoluptuouſneſs, Avarice, 
Jnfincerity; Pride, Envy and Evik-ſpeaking. 

_ Iſt, Yoluptuouſneſs. One of the * Fathers, 
ſpeaking of Athens, when its Glory and Great- 
neſs had been many Ages ſunk into Diſſolute- 
neſs and Corruption, calls it Zhe peſtilent 
Athens, (perhaps alluding to the great Plague 
deſcribed in Hiſtory and Poetry) and fays it 

was as difficult for a Perſon to preſerve his In- 
nocence, amidſt ſuch a Flood of ill Examples, 
as for the River Aſpheus to run under the Sea, 
and keep unmingled with its Waves. What 
has been ſaid of Athens, may in too large a 
Meaſure be applied to moſt Places of great 
Reſort and Concourſe, in which Manners are 


| ſo 
Greg. Nazianz. 
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ſo often corrupted by p romiſcuous Communi- 
cations. | 06 het Rs Ao that this 
Reſemblance holds fo large a Place in the in- 
famous Characters of Tyre and Sidon in the 
Old Teſtament; and of the myſtic Babylon in 
the New, whoſe chief Title is be Mother of 
Harlots, and the Abominations of | the earth. 
And 1 believe it is agreed among Divines, 
that the Precepts of the Maſaica! Law, of 
the not touching a dead Body, thoſe concern- 
ing the Leproſy, and the like, together with 

the divers Waſhings and Sprinklings, and va- 
rious Purifications”” whatever natural Occa- 
ſion they might have from that People and 
Country, and whatever typical Defign. to pre- 
figure and ſhadow out the All- ſufficient Sa- 
crifice of the Lamb without Blemiſn ant 
without Spot, were likewiſe founded upon 
this Moral Reaſon, that we ought to ſanctify 
Go in our Body as well as in our Spirit; 
and, as far as human Nature under its preſent 
Erailties will admit, to be pure as He ts pure. 
Me then, 
ALL the Spots are not thoſe of Lugu- 
22 r. Avarice may imprint others, which 
hs eb and as fatal. 
Evil Cancu 4 raps — Covetauſneſs are join- 
ed together in holy Scripture, when it charges 
us to avoid them. are a ſort of ſpiritual 
Idola y,; only the Adoration, is — di- 
rected, in het one. to Babes in the other to 
a: and when the Miler differs in worſhip. 


from 
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from the Senſualiſt, it is becauſe he takes the © 


Image of Gold to be the fairer Idol; and 
what kind of Stain this brings upon him, the 
* fame Apoſtle, on whoſe Words we are diſ- 
courſing, will beſt inform him; when in his 
Fifth Chapter, after a moſt elegant and lively 
manner, he transfers the Corruption of the 

Treaſure to the Poſſeſſor, and the Ruſt and 
Canker of the Metal to the Mind: Your 
riches (ſays he) are corrupted; your gold and 
iber is cankered, and the ruſt of them ſhall 

witneſs againſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as 

it were fire. US: £1201 4 
Zah, Ax oTRHER Mark of the World, by 
which it too often ſullies and defiles, is Infin- 
cerity. And though this has found Patrons 
to recommend it, as a Sagacity of Apprehen- 
ſion, a Fitneſs for Buſineſs, an Art of Policy, 
a Dexterity of Addreſs ; yet howſoever it may 
influence the Practice, cannot ſo far pervert 
the Opinion and Judgment of Mankind, but 
that it will be ever reputed a Blemiſh to Ho- 
nour, as well as Virtue; and will keep in 
perpetual Force the Maxim of the wiſe Son 
of Sirach, that a lye is a foul blot in a man; 
and the greateſt Blot in'the nobleſt Eſcutche- 
on: And as for the additional Vice which too 


uſually attends it, the ſame judicious Writer 


excellently obſerves, that as a ſervant that 1s 
continually beaten ſhall not be without a blue 
mark; ſo he that ſweareth, and nameth Gon 
continually, ſhall not be faultleſs : There ts 1 

| word, 


2 
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word (lays he) chathed about with death; 

the true Deſcription of a flying Plague: And 
he had before obſerved, A man that uſeth 
much ſwearing, the plague ſhall never depart 

from his houſe. 5 : 75 hy | 

. 4thly, IN reckoning up thoſe Diſpoſitions 
or Qualities of the World, that belong to the 
Character of Infection, we ought to be fo 
juſt as to allow ſome Preeminence and Diſ- 
tinction to Pride; which, how fair ſoever in 
its own Eyes, is to all others full of Blemiſh 
and Pollution; and however it may be 
thought faſhionable, has ſo many natural 
Diſadvantages and Foibles, which no Faſhion 
can render agreable. Indeed the Common- 
neſs of it, inſtead of excuſing, ought to ren- 
der it more deteſtable: And whether or no 
we diſcern its Stains, which are yet the moſt 
difficultly concealed, and the moſt apt to 
betray themſelves; yet He, who is of purer 

Eyes than with Complacency to look on Ini- 
quity, has declared, that every one of a proud 
heart is an Abomination to Him; and that He 
beholds the Proud afar off * that is, with 

equal Abhorrence and Contempt. - 

500 ANOTHER infectious Quality of 
the World, and very nearly allied to the for- 
mer, is Enuy; which, in another Language, 
has its very Name of Livor, from its Spots 

or Stains, the Marks of its Poiſon; and 
= which 


* Eccluf, xi. 1. and xxii. 10. 


io The RESEMBL ANCE betwixt 
which lends a Name to the worſt Symp⸗ 
toms of the worſt Diſtempers, which we 
expreſs by the Term of Malignity. And 
that the Natural Malignity, in its utmoſt 
Height and Violence, though a more ſwift, 
yet is not a more ſure Deſtruction, than the 
Moral, the wiſe Man well: apprehended, 
when he aſks, Who can ſtand before Envy? 
Suppoſing it an irreſiſtible Evil, ſuch as rages 
without controll, and bears down all before 
it. And this is chiefly to be underſtood of 
the cruel Effects of it upon others, yet it is 
eſpecially fatal to the envious Perſon. It 
waſtes his Fleſh, and drinks up his Spirits; 
and preys upon his Heart ; Hr invades and 
oes ſo deep into his whole Frame and Con- 
itution, that the fame wiſe Man has moſt 
fitly termed it, A rottenneſs to the bones. 
thy, Tux Way by which Envy exerts 
and diffuſes itſelf, is by Evilſpeating; and 
therefore, when we are cautioned againſt 
them in holy Scripture, they are uſually joined 
as Companions. And This, however it may 
be the univerſal Mode, the Pleafure and even 
the Buſineſs of the World, is certainly its 
Stain and Reproach ; and to be over-buſy in 
Hens out, or too forward in publiſhing the 
lots and Defaults of others, is an Employ- 
ment by which we do not only betray, but 
Increaſe and aggravate our own, A whiſ- 
perer defileth his own ſoul, ſays the wiſe Son 
] of 
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Son of Sirach *, I ſhall only obſerve far- 
ther, that this is the particular Vice which 
gave Occaſion to the Text, and, by Conſe- 
quence, muſt be included in the Force of 
it. This appears by the Tranſition of the 
Apoſtle, and the Connection of his Words, 
which we are now conſidering, with thoſe 
that immediately precede them: F any man 
among you (lays be) ſeemeth to be religious, 
and bridleth not his tongue, but decerveth his 
own heart, that man's religion is vain, Pure 
religion and undefiled before Gop and the 
Father, is this, To viſit the fatherleſs and 
201dows in their affliction, and to keep himſelf 
- UNSPOTTED from the world. Theſe are ſome 
of the chief Properties of the World, upon 
which the Expreſſion and Reſemblance here 
uſed by the Apoſtle ſeems eſpecially to be 
grounded ; and as many more there are, as 
there are evil Cuſtoms and Faſhions, per- 
verted Notions, and corrupt Principles, falſe 
Virtues, or diſguiſed Vices. Mbo can under- 
ſtand his errors? ſays the devout Plalmiſt : O 
Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret faults, If we 
are unable to underſtand our own Defaults, 
and perfectly to read the Book of our Con- 
ſcience, and ſhould pray that we may be 
cleanſed from our concealed Blemiſhes; con- 
cealed not only from the View and Notice of 
others, but even from our qwn Memory and 
B 2 Reflection; 
„ T Fequl. xx). 3, 
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Reflection; how much leſs can we reprehend 
the Errors of the whole World, the Blots of 
the univerſal Book, which it is as difficult 
fully to enumerate, as entirely to correct and 
amend. And yet we ought not even thus to 
ſpeak of them, unleſs in hopes of contribut- 
ing ſomething either to the amending them, 
if not in Others, yet each of us in Ourſelves, 
whereſoever we have come within the Bor- 
ders of Infection; or to their Prevention at 
leaſt, in what Inſtances we are ſo happy as not 
to need their Amendment. 3 ä 


Thirdly, 1 proceed to the third Particular; 
To conſider ſome peculiar Ways and Me- 
thods, by which the World communicates its 
Defilements; and in which there is a ſpecial 
Similitude between Natural and Moral In- 
fection. 

1/7, Ir the Naturaliſts ere Contagion 
or Infection to be © the Corruption of 4a 
% mixt Body, conveyed by the Effluvia, or 
“ the ſmalleſt and looſeſt Particles, to thoſe 
of another; and thence ſpreading itſelf 
e through the whole Maſs :” Does not this 
give us an Idea of the Propagation of evil 

Bipoſitions and corrupted Manners, the Con- 
veyance of: which is as ſecret ; the Beginning 
as inſenſible; the Progreſs and Diſperſion as 
ſwift and ſudden, as imperious and uncon- 
trollable ? 


>. 2dly, | 
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2dly, As in contagious Sickneſſes, the Evil 
is' chiefly promoted by a Similitude between 
the Agent and Patient ; ſome Diſtempers be- 
ing peculiar to ſuch a Species of Animals ; 
and thoſe which affect human Bodies, yet 
ſeizing, for the moſt Part, upon Perſons of 
like Conſtitution, and under ſuch a Temper 
and Habit of Blood and Humours : In the 
fame manner, the Malignancy of ſome Vices 
exerts itſelf in Perſons of the like Habit of 
Body, of the like Age, the like Propenſions 
and Inclinations, in thoſe who follow the 
_ Employment, or love the fame Diver- 
ſions. 
dly, As Diſtempers operate more certainly 
Ws, 4 immediate 3 and thoſe ab 
ſooneſt tainted who are neareſt to the Infec- 
tion; ſo it is by evil Company, and evil Com- 
munications, that good Manners are eſpecially 
corrupted : And as in the former Caſe, the 
ſound Perſon does not impart and communi- 
cate his Health, but the fick Perſon his Diſ- 
eaſe: So in the latter, the good Man does 
not ſo ordinarily tranſmit and infuſe his Vir- 
tue, as the Bad his Vice. For, as a great 
Writer * has excellently expreſſed it, © It is 
the Infirmity of our Nature, that Grace in 
* the beſt Men is fo imperfect, and Sin fo 
* powerful, that in the Conjunction of Good 
and Evil, the Good, by a natural Courſe, 


are 


* Biſhop Wilkins. 


Sinners: 
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are more eaſily corru rrupted, than the Evil 
© rectified.” It is for this Reaſon we have 
ſo many Diſſwaſives in holy Scripture from 


aſſociating, or (as far as is poſſible) even con- 


verſing with evil Men, the Peſt of human 
Society, leſt we learn their — and get a 
Snare to our Souls, and bring upon ourſelves 
a perpetual Blot. And it "of the devout 
Palmiſt, in proof of his Integrity, offers this 
eſpecial Evidence, that he had not ſate with 

vain perſons, nor gone in with the difſemblers; 
that he hated the congregation (or Company) 
of evil goers; and would- not know a wicked 
perſon. And his divine Book begins with 
Pronouncing a * upon the Man that has 


eſcaped the ſeveral s and moſt uſual 


Methods 
not in the 


of ſinful Infection; that walketh 
2] of the ungodly, nor ſtandeth 
in the way 6 s, nor fitteth in the ſeat of 
the ſcornful, It was a Reproach which the 
Malice of the Phariſees gas on our Saviour, 
to ſtyle — 4 3 of Publicans and 
wilfully ignorant that He 
— * — to thoſe that were 
finful, but as a Phyſician to thoſe that were 
fick; and as the only an who was 


himſelf privileged from Sickneſs, and inca- 
pable of being tainted with Infection; being 
the Lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot ; 
Holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Fn- 
ners; firſt in his Innocence, as afterwards i in 


5 his Glory 


- | 8 4thly, 
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" 4thly, As the very Sight of an infected 
Body does, with the Aſſiſtance of the Ima- 
gination, too often produce the like Diſtem- 

per; ſo in Moral Infection, this is one of the 
moſt uſual and moſt fatal Methods by which 
it is given and received: And the wife Sor 
of Sirach well underſtood human Nature 
when he aſked that Queſtion, What is more 
wicked than the eye * ? 
Horx Job, proteſting his bees and 
how he had kept himſelf untainted, propoſes 
this among other Charges to which he had 
the Comfort of pleading Not Guilty; 1 N 
heart walked after my eyes, and if any blot | 
bath cleaved to my hands: Intimating the lat- 
ter to be the aſtal Conſequence of the for- 
mer. In the Goſpel, among thoſe Things 
__ -- which defile a Man, our LORD 
mentions an evil eye. And St John, in his 
General Epiſtle, making up the Accompt of 
Things, which (as he ſpeaks) are not of the 
| Paths, but of the World, (and which there- 
fore do not partake of the divine Purity, but 
of ſecular Pollution) makes one great Article 
of the Juſt of the eye: which, though chiefly 
to be underſtood of covetons Deſires and in- 
_ - ordinate Love of Riches, yet is capable of a 
much larger Extent ; ſince in other Regards 
likewiſe, Death comes in at the Windows, 
and enters into the- Houſe. For not Avarice 


* alone, 


Eccluſ. xxxi. 13. 
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alone, but Envy likewiſe, and Immodeſty, arè 
to be reckoned among thoſe ſubtiler Poiſons 
that work by the Eyes, and tranſmit their 
Infection through ſo pure and bright a Senſe : 
and, as Solomon hath pronounced upon the firſt 
of them, He that haſteth to be rich hath an 
evil eye; ſo the Son of Sirach hath obſerved 
of the ſecond, that a. wicked eye envieth his 
brethren : And as to the third and laſt of 
them, this we know is the chief Entrance, 
where we are to guard againſt it, and to op- 
| poſe the Enemy in the Gate. And it is a 
very eminent Inſtance of the Purity and Re- 
finement of the Chriftian Morals, that by our 
LR D's expreſs Doctrine and Command, the 


Government of the Eye is made a great Part 


of the divine Virtue of Chaſtity; the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of which is much more eaſily con- 
ceived than it can fitly be expreſſed. 1 
5th, and laſtly, As it frequently happens 
that the ſmall and imperceptible Parts, which 
evaporate from diſtempered Bodies, meeting 
4 a ſound one, do not immediately infect 
it, by reaſon of its preſent Strength and Vi- 
gour, yet cleave and adhere to it by a ſecret 
Connection, till its inward Temper and Diſ- 
poſition, or outward Circumſtances, ſhall ren- 


der it more ſuſceptible of the Miſchief : fo the 


evil Seeds which are ſown in our Minds, 
though at preſent they take not a viſible Ef- 
fe, yet lie breeding under Concealment, and 
ES afterwards 
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afterwards ſpring up we know not how, 
when the Seaſon is favourable and the Soil 
impregnated; that is, when Inclination or 
Opportunity brings them into Thought and 
Action; and when, according to St James's 
Account at the 15th Verſe of this Chapter, 
Luſt, when it concetveth, bringeth forth fin ; 
and fin, auben it ts . bringeth forth 
death. Thus a looſe Notion ſtarted in ill 
' Diſcourſe, a libertine Principle read in ill 
Books, eſpecially if recommended by a falla- 
cCious Shew of Reaſon, or falſe Brightneſs of 
Wit; or laſtly, bad Examples, eſpecially of 
Perſons eminent in Station or Authority, or 
famed for Parts and Sagacity, or endeared to 
us by Intimacy or Friendſhip ; any of theſe 
Incentives to Vice, though they ſhould ſeem 
not to make an Impreſſion upon us when firſt 8 
e yet lie as Enemies in our Boſom, 
/ which wait an Occaſion from the Change of 
our Thoughts and Circumſtances, to wound 
us by an inſenſible, a treacherous, and a mor- 
tal Stroke. And to theſe, it is not imperti- 
nent to add immodeſt Pictures, and the like 
Reſemblances, in which Nature is too openly 
expoſed by Art. For as it has been ever ob- 
ſerved, that the Images and Portraits of fa- 
mous Men excite an Emulation to Virtue, 
animating and encouraging Men to the 
Atchievement of what is great and worthy : 
So it is more certain on the other H and, that 
C indecent 


* 
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indecent Repreſentations are the Parents and 
Nurſes of corrupt Deſires and Irregular Prac- - 
tice : becauſe as Imitation is natural, ſo the 
Imitation of Evil is peculiarly eaſy to our in- 
firm Nature, our State of Degeneracy and 
Imperfection. And therefore theſe, by ſome 
| agcounted Maſterpieces of Art, are by one of 
the Fathers of the Church termed, « The 
Monuments of Vice.” And learned Men do 
not improbably ſuppoſe that they are alluded 
to, and by Conſequence forbidden in that 
Place of Iſaiab, Chap. ii. 16. where the Pro- 
phet, in Colours of the greateſt Terror, de- 
ſcribing the Day of the Lord, or the Time of 
the divine Judgment and Vengeance, ſays, 
among other Things, it ſhall be upon every | 
pleaſant picture; or, as we read in the Mar- 


gent, upon the Ji Hures of mM re. 


I nave finiſhed what was propoſed upon 
the Text, and might now proceed to urge 
the great Neceſſity and infinite Importance of 
keeping ourſelves unſpotted from the world; 
if we regard our Intereſt and Advantage, our 
Honour and Reputation, our Health and Safe- 
ty, our Satisfaction and Pleaſure; but above 
all, our Faith and Religion, which obliges us 
to cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and / 1 it, that we may be harmleſs and un- 
defiled, the children of Go p, and Imitators of 


his Purity, and Heirs of that Kingdom into 
1. which 
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which no unclean Thing can enter. — 
Again, as there is no Man that finneth not; 
and as in paſſing through the World, ſome of 
its Corruptions will ſtick upon the moſt cau- 
tious and diligent, for who can fay, I have 
made my hands clan, I am pure from my 
ra 121. ? This ſhould ſtrongly engage us in 
embracing thoſe Ordinances of our Religion, 
in which a Fountain is opened for Sin and 
Uncleanneſs ; and where, if we draw near 
with Truth and Sincerity, and have Faith to 
be healed, we ſhall be made whole of what- 
ever Diſeaſe we have; and ſhall remain with- 
out a lafting Blemiſh. Et 
FRO M the Reſemblance uſed in the Text, 
I might likewiſe infer the Odiouſneſs and De- 
formity of Sin, that it is the Spot and Ble- 
miſb of our Nature, the Reproach of our 
Reaſon, the Stain of our Honour and Dig- 
| nity, the Diſeaſe and Contagion of our 
Kind. I might ſhew the admirable Fitneſs 
and Juſtice of the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, and 
of other parallel Places in holy Scripture, in 
reſpect of forns particular Sins, hich the 
Regards of Modeſty and Decency not ſuffer- 
ing to be ſpoken of directly, are to be thus 
figuratively ſhadowed out in order to their 
Prevention : and fince they cannot be openly 
expoſed, yet that we may avoid them, are at 
leaſt to be ſhewn us under a Cover and a Veil; 
and againſt which we are therefore to guard 
_ ourſelves 
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20 The RESEMBLANCE betwixt 
ourſelves with the ſtricter Caution, as they 


are 4 peſiilence that walks in darkneſs, —= 


But leaving theſe and other uſeful Inferences 


to the Improvement of your own Thoughts, 


J ſhall conclude with this Remark, That if 


in ſpeaking of ſo diſagreeable a Subject, we 


can ſcarce be allowed, unleſs very ſparingly 


and diſcreetly, -to fix the Blots of the World 
upon the Times, much leſs Authority have 
we to faſten thoſe of the Times upon particu- 
lar Perſons, except in extraordinary Caſes and 
by a ſpecial Warrant and Commiſſion, and in 


Ways agreable to Charity, as well as Juſtice : 


For otherwiſe, this is to incur in a very high 


Degree the Crime of Cenſoriouſneſs, or Evil- 


ſpeaking, before mentioned among the Ble- 


x miſhes of the World, and from which we 


are to keep ourſelves ſpotted. Perſonal In- 
vectives are no more a Sign of Piety and Re- 
ligion, than of Civility and Good Manners ; 


and as they do not reform, but exaſperate 


others, ſo it is a very bad Symptom if they 
oratify ourſelves. To draw the Picture of a 
Perſon in that of a Vice, is but an ingenious 
Malice and artificial Cruelty, On the con- 

trary, Inſtructions and Admonitions ought not 
to be the Picture, but the Glaſs which our own 


Conſcience is to hold, and to find out either 


the Unlikeneſs or the Reſemblance, and how 


much we are concerned, not only to behold, 
but remember, and to correct what we find 


| amiſs 
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amiſs in ourſelves upon ſuch a View, the 
\ Apoſtle teaches us a little before the Text, 
; where he applies the fame Figure with ſo 
much Elegance of Speech and Advantage of | 
Addreſs : F any man (lays he) be a hearer | 
of the word, and not a doer, he is hike — 
4 man beholdi ng his natural face in a glaſs: 
for he beholdeth himſelf, and goeth his wa 
and ſtraightway forgetteth —_ manner 0 
man he was. But whoſo Iooketh into the 
ect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a deer 0 


- the word, this man Hal. be Bleſſed i in his deed. 


Now. to Him that hath wy us and 
waſhed us from our Sins in his Blood, 
and has given unto us exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, that we ſhould 
be Partakers 'of the 2 Nature, hav- 
ing eſcaped the Pollutions that are in the 
World; to Him that has overcome the 
World; ; and Him that taketh _— the 
Sins of it; to Him, &c. 
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